Wireless computer networks (WLAN) and other microwave emitting devices.

Although people are aware of the controversy surrounding phone masts, fewer people are aware that the same problems will occur with any microwave emitting device. Such devices include WLAN, new dual burglar alarms, interactive whiteboards, DECT phones, etc

It is the radiation that causes the damage not the actual transmitter from which it is emitted. 

The radiation in the microwave spectrum is defined as being between 300 MHz and 3000 MHZ by the ICNIRP

Data is transmitted along the microwave carrier wave by modulating the amplitude . This has the effect of appearing like a pulse to our brains. This ‘pulse rate’ will also have adverse effects on the brain and varies depending on the device used.

The intensity of the radiation within the range for which the device is intended is similar in all these devices. Being from 0.5 v/m to 6 v/m. Although the ICNIRP guidelines which Britain subscribes to allow for radiation up to 61 v/m, in practice a phone mast will never get near this but the maximum it will ever reach is about 6 v/m.

The range of a typical 15m mast is up to a 400m radius (more for a taller mast), that of a WLAN and DECT will fill several large rooms or a whole house (and the neighbour’s house). 

The frequency varies slightly but is all in the microwave spectrum. However the higher up the spectrum one goes, the more easily and further the radiation is absorbed into the body. This is why the frequency 2450 MHz was chosen for microwave ovens. It is exactly the same as the carrier wave frequency used by WLAN computers.
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The WLAN computer radiation  pulse rate varies between 300 Hz and 1500 Hz, depending on the number of users. Scientists have warned about pulsing being too near the beta brain wave frequency of 16 Hz. The pulse will cause additional adverse effects as well as the carrier wave.
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There are many studies, mainly on rats and cells in petri dishes showing adverse health effects from microwave radiation. All these will apply equally to any microwave emitting device. DECT and WLAN and interactive whiteboards emit microwave radiation all the time they are switched on at the base unit/server, not just when they are in use.

Although not specifically mentioned in the Stewart Report, Stewart warned against masts being near schools. In fact he is now so worried about schools that he wanted to ask the government, in conjunction with the Radiation Research Trust, to do a health survey of all schools near a mast. No. 10 has refused to see him!

I’m sure that Sir William Stewart could not have envisaged that WLAN would be pushed into primary and secondary schools otherwise surely he would have warned against it?

The public health dept of Salzburg has specifically warned that WLAN and DECT should not be put in schools. (see next e-mail)

The German doctors appeal, the Bamburg appeal also now includes WLAN.

Certainly here in England there is a huge drive by OFSTED to put computers in every classroom and integrate them into all lessons! They keep saying ‘one must weigh up the educational benefits with the risk’

Now I fail to see any educational benefit for primary school children, let alone the fact that the system is highly dangerous. High risk of leukaemia. Cancer clusters are found around phone masts after 8 years of exposure to ordinary adults. The intensity levels are the same as will be found in a classroom with a WLAN

Our complaints to the HPA and LEA and BECTA fall on deaf ears. The line that they are compelled to follow by the government and phone industry is that there is ‘no problem’. To admit a problem with the WLAN would be to admit a problem with masts and the whole lot for as I said it is the radiation which is the problem.

Interestingly a report came out last week by the OECD. It looked into educational achievement in schools in 32 countries. Part of the report noticed that where students used a computer at school or home, their reading and writing achievement was less than where they didn’t. This flies in the face of the mantra on ‘educational benefit’ .

The Mail who reported the study called into question the government decision to spend £1.7 billion on computers in schools. This sounds more as if the industry (and probably the wireless industry as the WLAN’s are what are going into the schools) has lobbied the government very hard to win this lucrative contract.

Personally for my primary age school children if there were money to spare I would put computers way down the list after language lessons, music lessons, grass playing fields , etc. I don’t want my children learning how to surf the net at the age of 7. I would rather they were reading books. They’ll get into computers soon enough when they are older.

I have amassed quite a lot of information on WLAN and radiation in general.

This whole business is scandalous. 

A WLAN (and interactive whiteboard0 is the same as putting a phone mast in every classroom!

It doesn’t make sense to be worried about masts and not about these devices.

Nicola Smith, London Coordinator, Mast Sanity

