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Lynne Featherstone (Hornsey & Wood Green, LDem) Hansard source
To ask the Secretary of State for Health 

(1) if she will commission an independent study of epidemiology in relation to mobile telephone masts and their possible impacts on health; and if she will make a statement;

(2) if the Government will carry out epidemiological research into cancer clusters around mobile phone masts that have been in place for 10 years or more; and if she will make a statement.




Caroline Flint (Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Department of Health) Hansard source
The independently managed mobile telecommunications and health research (MTHR) programme, jointly funded by Government and industry, has supported about 30 individual studies to investigate the potential health effects of radiofrequency (RF) exposures from mobile phone technology. The programme has commissioned a study of cancer incidence in pre-school children living near mobile phone base stations compared with those living further away. Infants and young children are more likely to be home-based and this is the reason why the MTHR childhood cancer study has, to date, been the only scientifically viable option for epidemiology around base stations. Studies of older children and adults have not been recommended because proximity to base stations has been shown to be a poor representation of exposure to RF fields. The MTHR studies concentrate largely on the exposures from the mobile phone handsets because these exposures are considerably higher than those from base stations. A description of the programme and the individual studies can be found on its web site www.mthr.org.uk.

The report entitled Mobile Phones and Health 2004 published by the National Radiological Protection Board (now the Radiation Protection Division of the Health Protection Agency, HPA) noted that there are continuing concerns about the impact of base stations on health and well-being

"despite the current evidence which shows that exposures of individuals are likely to be only a small fraction of those from phones".

This report is published as Documents of the NRPB, Vol 15, No 5 and can be found on the HPA's website at: www.hpa.org.uk/radiation. The report recommended

"studies focused on ascertaining the exposure of people to RF fields".

In line with this recommendation, the MTHR programme has supported an assessment of a prototype RF exposure meter for the possible use in future epidemiological studies in relation to base stations.

Lynne Featherstone (Hornsey & Wood Green, LDem) Hansard source
To ask the Deputy Prime Minister pursuant to the answer of 28 November 2005, Official Report, columns 209–10W, on mobile telephone masts, if he will make a statement on the application of the precautionary principle as recommended by the Stewart Group and adopted by the Government.


Yvette Cooper
 (Minister of State (Housing and Planning), Office of the Deputy Prime Minister) Hansard source
Since the publication of the Stewart Report the Government has introduced standards to ensure that all base stations meet the international guidelines on public exposure set by the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). These guidelines are five times tougher in respect of public exposure than the guidelines previously used. More generally the Government's acceptance of the precautionary approach recommended the Stewart Group is demonstrated in the way it has adopted its recommendations.

Deputy Prime Minister
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Lynne Featherstone (Hornsey & Wood Green, LDem) Hansard source
To ask the Deputy Prime Minister what assessment he has made of the Arup Report on mobile telephone masts; and if he will make a statement.


Yvette Cooper
 (Minister of State (Housing and Planning), Office of the Deputy Prime Minister) Hansard source
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister commissioned the University of Reading and Arup to undertake an independent study to assess the impact that the code of best practice on Mobile Phone Network Development has had since its introduction, how local authorities have implemented the code and how the public perceives its operation. Plans are to publish this report in the new year and a statement will be made at that time.

Lynne Featherstone (Hornsey & Wood Green, LDem) Hansard source
To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills whether she plans to change departmental guidance to schools on objections that schools may raise in connection with telecommunications masts.


Jacqui Smith
 (Minister of State (Schools and 14-19 Learners), Department for Education and Skills) Hansard source
My Department has not issued any guidance to schools in relation to objections that schools may raise in connection with telecommunications masts. We are reviewing information on our Teachernet website about the Stewart Report, the Government response to it, and the Mobile Operators' Association advice, to see if we want to update any of this.

Lynne Featherstone (Hornsey & Wood Green, LDem) Hansard source
To ask the Deputy Prime Minister if he will take steps to bring mobile telephone masts of all sizes under stricter planning control; if he will apply the precautionary principle in doing so; and if he will make a statement.


Yvette Cooper
 (Minister of State (Housing and Planning), Office of the Deputy Prime Minister) Hansard source
All ground based masts are already subject to planning control so that if the local authority considers that the development will pose a serious threat to amenity, it is able to refuse approval. For masts over 15 metres in height a planning application is required. For masts under 15 metres in height a prior approval application is required.

The Government have adopted the precautionary approach recommended by the Stewart Group.

