DECLARATION OF INTERESTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE INTERPHONE STUDY GROUP AND MEMBERS OF THE EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT ADVISORY PANEL                                    

________________________________________________________________________________________

Public health considerations have a primary importance in all WHO technical work.  Measures need to be taken to ensure that the best possible assessment of scientific evidence is achieved in an independent atmosphere free of either direct or indirect pressures.  Thus, to assure the technical integrity and impartiality of WHO’s work, it is necessary to avoid situations in which financial or other interests might affect the outcome of that work.

Each member of the INTERPHONE Study Group (principal investigators and co-authors of the international publications) and each of the members of the Exposure Assessment Advisory Panel is therefore asked to declare:

any interests that could constitute a real, potential or apparent conflict of interest, with respect to his/her involvement in the INTERPHONE Study, between him/her personally and commercial entities

any issues of which he/she is aware, concerning staff engaged in the conduct of the study or the organisation which employs him/her, that, if generally known, could reasonably lead to a conclusion that his/her centre’s contribution to the study might be affected by conflict of interest.

 “Commercial entity” refers to any company, association (e.g., trade association), organization or any other entity of any nature whatsoever, with commercial interests.

In addition, it is considered particularly relevant for the WHO/IARC to know whether experts working on the INTERPHONE Study have, or have had, any relationship with any part of what may be called “the mobile phone industry”. It is noted that a declaration of such an interest would not necessarily be considered a reason to exclude a member from participating in the study or disqualify a centre from participating in the combined analyses. 

What is a conflict of interest?  

Conflict of interest means that a scientist, the staff engaged in the conduct of the study or the organisation employs him/her, has a financial or other interest that could influence the scientist’s position with respect to the subject matter being considered and/or could unduly influence the conduct of the study and/or the scientist’s position in interpreting the results of the study.  

An apparent conflict of interest exists when such an interest would not necessarily influence the scientist or the conduct of the study, but could result in the scientists’ objectivity or the results of the study being questioned by others.  

A potential conflict of interest exists if, when completing this form, any reasonable person could be uncertain about whether a particular interest should be reported.

Different types of financial or other interests, whether personal or with the administrative unit with which the scientist has an employment relationship, can be envisaged and the following list, which is not exhaustive, is provided for your guidance.  For example, the following types of situations should be declared:

a current

 proprietary interest in a substance, technology or process (e.g. ownership of a patent), to be considered  in - or otherwise related to the subject-matter of - the Study;

a current major financial interest, e.g. shares or bonds, in a commercial entity with an interest in the subject-matter of the Study (except share holdings through general mutual funds or similar arrangements where the scientist has no control over the selection of shares);

an employment, consultancy, directorship, or other position during the past 5 years, whether or not paid, in any commercial entity which has an interest in the subject-matter of the Study, or an ongoing negotiation concerning prospective employment or other association with such commercial entity;

performance of any paid work or research during the past 5 years commissioned by a commercial entity with interests in the subject-matter of the Study;

payment or other support covering a period within the past 5 years, or an expectation of support for the future, from a commercial entity with an interest in the subject-matter of Study, even if it does not convey any benefit to the scientist personally but which benefits his/her position or administrative unit, e.g. a grant or fellowship or other payment for the purpose of financing a post, a consultancy or the conduct of a study.

With respect to the above, an interest in a competing substance, technology or process, or an interest in or association with, work for or support by a commercial entity having a direct competitive interest must similarly be disclosed.

How to complete this Declaration:  

Please complete this Declaration and submit an original to:

Dr Elisabeth Cardis, Head, Radiation Group, 

International Agency for Research on Cancer, 

150 cours Albert Thomas, 

69 372 Lyon Cedex 08, France.  

Any financial or other interests that could constitute a real, potential or apparent conflict of interest should be declared.  For each of the interest declared, please provide: the name of the commercial entity and the nature of the interest, as well as the amount (where applicable). 

For any interest related to funding of the INTERPHONE Study, copies of contracts and grant agreements should also be submitted.

With respect to items 1 and 2 in the list above, the interest should only be declared if it is during the INTERPHONE Study period.  With respect to items 3, 4 and 5, any interest during the past 5 years should be declared.  If the interest is no longer current, please state the year when it ceased.  With respect to item 5, the interest ceases when a financed post or fellowship is no longer occupied, or when support for an activity ceases.

Potential conflicts of interest relating to the organisation which employs the scientist should be reported only if they are known to the scientist at the time of making the declaration or at any time thereafter.

Assessment and outcome:  

The information submitted by you will be used to assess whether the declared interests constitute an appreciable real, potential or apparent conflict of interest.  All declarations of interest will be reviewed individually by a subcommittee of the full Study Group, in consultation with the WHO legal office where necessary.

This subcommittee will decide whether the declared interest jeopardises the scientific integrity of the study. If that is the case, the subcommittee will recommend to the Full Study Group, as appropriate: 

the exclusion of the individual from any discussion of the results and their interpretation

the exclusion of the individual from the Study Group

the exclusion of the centre from the combined analyses.

Information disclosed on this Form may be made available to persons outside of WHO only if the objectivity of the Study has been questioned and the Director of IARC considers disclosure to be in the best interests of the Organization. 

Declaration:  

Do you have any financial or other interest in the subject-matter of the INTERPHONE Study which may be considered as constituting a real, potential or apparent conflict of interest?
Yes:  (    No:  (     If yes, please give details in the box below.

Do you have, or have you had during the past 5 years, an employment or other professional relationship with any entity directly involved in the production, manufacture, distribution or sale of mobile phones or with mobile telephone networks or service providers, or directly representing the interests of any such entity?  
Yes:  (    No:  (     If yes, please give details in the box below.

Are you aware of any issues that, if generally known, could reasonably lead to a conclusion that your centres contribution to the study might be affected by conflict of interest?     
Yes:  (    No:  (     If yes, please give details in the box below.

Nature of the interest, 

e.g. patent, shares, employment, association, payment, grant or contract (including details of the work)

Amount, where applicable

Name of commercial entity

Person/

administrative unit concerned by the interest

Year of start and end of interest

I hereby declare that the disclosed information is correct and that no other situation of real, potential or apparent conflict of interest is known to me.  I undertake to inform you of any change in these circumstances during the course of the study and the period up to the publication of the study results.

_______________________________

______________________________

Signature 





Date

_______________________________

_______________________________

Name 






Institution

