Quelle:  EMVU-Informationsseite von Dipl. Ing. Ralf Dieter Wölfle 
Hirntumorhäufung an australischer Universität

Nachdem in einem Gebäude des Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) in Melborne eine Häufung von Hirntumorfällen aufgetreten ist, wurde dort eine Untersuchung veranlasst und die obersten beiden Stockwerke geschlossen. 

· RMIT acts to ensure staff and student safety (Pressemitteilung des RMIT vom 11.05.06) http://www.rmit.edu.au/browse;ID=6a5wbfi9ot2e 
· Pressemitteilung der Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA) vom 12.05.06   
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/media/mr1_120506.htm 
· Phone tower cancer fears (The Age vom 12.05.06) 
Dieser Zeitungsartikel bringt einige weitere Details und nimmt bereits eine Bewertung vor.
http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/phone-tower-cancer-fears/2006/05/11/1146940676777.html?page=fullpage#contentSwap1
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  May 11, 2006
RMIT acts to ensure staff and student safety

RMIT University is undertaking a health and safety investigation at one of its city buildings to establish if there is a connection between a number of staff illnesses.

Specialists are conducting tests at Building 108, 239 Bourke Street, which houses RMIT Business. RMIT expects results within two weeks.

Seven staff members based in the building have been diagnosed with brain tumours of various kinds over seven years.

RMIT spokesperson Steve Somogyi, Vice-President Resources and Chief Operating Officer, said today: “We value the health and safety of our staff and students very highly.

“We are temporarily moving staff from floors 16 and 17. Five of the seven affected staff members have worked on floor 17. Staff will be given the choice of working from home or elsewhere in the university.

“RMIT is currently investigating every aspect of the building and environmental factors in the surrounding area. We have so far found no evidence to suggest any link with the health issues.

“Initial environmental testing into radiofrequency and air quality was completed in 2001 following the reporting of the first two cases. All results were well below the Australian Standards recommended guidelines.

“The incidence of illness is disturbing and we shall continue to check for any possible cause connected to the building.

“Dr John Gall, from Southern Medical Services, was contracted by the University to conduct an assessment of the information provided by staff diagnosed with tumours.

“He has written: ‘From the information currently available, there is no obvious link between the tumours detected and any specific environmental hazard in Building 108. This is, however, only a preliminary observation’.”

Mr Somogyi said: “Staff and students using the building are being consulted and continually kept fully informed. They are also being offered an advisory service. We have notified WorkSafe Victoria.”

For comment: Denise Hurley, (03) 9925 2373 or 0407 853 489.

Media inquiries: RMIT University Media and Communications, (03) 9925 2807, 9925 1801, 9925 3176.
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ARPANSA COMMENTS ON MEDIA REPORTS OF BRAIN TUMOUR CASES AT

RMIT UNIVERSITY AND POSSIBLE LINK WITH MOBILE PHONE TOWERS ON

ROOF OF BUILDING
RMIT University announced on Thursday 11th May that is was closing two floors of a

building in Bourke St, Melbourne, because of concern over an occurrence of seven

brain tumours amongst occupants in the past seven years. The building has several

mobile phone base station antennas on its roof.

The CEO of the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency, Dr John

Loy said today that it was understandable that the University had taken this action but

that he wanted to emphasise that there is no established scientific link between RF

EMR and brain tumours, either malignant or otherwise.
‘There has been widespread community suspicion that mobile phone handset use

may increase the incidence of brain tumours but this remains unproven. The World

Health Organisation is coordinating epidemiological research in 13 countries to

investigate this in a consistent manner. 
The studies published to date from this coordinated program have not demonstrated a link with brain cancers’ Dr Loy said.

‘There is also community concern about radiofrequency emissions levels from mobile

phone base station transmitters. The levels from these at ground level are generally

10 to 100,000 times lower than from a handset and well below safety limits specified

in the ARPANSA radiofrequency safety standard. This safety standard is, in turn, set

well below the levels at which any health effects are known to occur. Levels within a

building below rooftop antennas are also expected to be very low.’
ARPANSA has completed detailed and extensive survey measurements of

environmental levels of radiofrequency radiation in the vicinity of mobile phone towers

throughout Australia. The ARPANSA survey results clearly show that the RF EMR from

mobile phone towers is generally only an extremely small fraction of the RF exposure

standard limits.
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Contact: John Loy 02 9541 8301

Colin Roy 03 9433 2286
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Phone tower cancer fears
By Adam Morton and David Rood
May 12, 2006
A SPATE of brain tumours among staff has forced RMIT University to close part of its business school and test for radiation emissions from rooftop phone towers.

As staff reacted with shock, the university yesterday shut the top two floors of the Bourke Street building and ordered more than 100 employees to work from home for the next fortnight.

The closure follows the discovery of five brain tumours in the past month and two others in 1999 and 2001. Two were malignant and five were benign.

WorkCover has launched an investigation and RMIT has promised its own inquiry.

The academics' union last night expressed concern that the tumours were caused by the communications towers on the roof of the former Tivoli Theatre site.

National Tertiary Education Union state secretary Matthew McGowan warned that anecdotal reports from hastily arranged staff meetings yesterday suggested the number of people affected would grow.

"You have to ask some pretty serious questions and we're obviously concerned that it could be linked to the tower," he said.

"This would appear to be much more than coincidence and RMIT has a responsibility to leave no stone unturned in seeking the truth."

Five of the seven affected work on the top floor of the 17-storey building. All except one have worked in the building for at least a decade.

An RMIT academic who did not want to be named said staff — the 16th and 17th floors are home to offices of senior management and lecturers — were "in disbelief, concerned and upset" as they attended meetings and left the building late yesterday.

Medical experts contacted by The Age said no definitive link had been proved between mobile phone tower radiation and cancer.

Australian Medical Association president Mukesh Haikerwal said there was no proof of a connection but "if you get clusters of disease it's sensible to investigate."

Dr John Gall, from private health company Southern Medical Services, which has been called in to assess the sick, said last night three of those affected had tumours showing symptoms consistent with radiation.

But he said there was no causal link with the building based on preliminary observations.

A spokesman for state Health Minister Bronwyn Pike said WorkCover would investigate the matter and the Department of Human Services would provide any expertise needed.

RMIT chief operating officer Steve Somogyi said testing was carried out on the building after the first two of the seven tumours were reported in 1999 and 2001. It found radiation and air quality levels within recommended guidelines.

"We value the health and safety of our staff and students very highly. The incidence of illness is disturbing and we shall continue to check for any possible cause connected to the building," Mr Somogyi said.

But RMIT union branch president Jeanette Pierce said the university agreed to shut the two floors only after being pressured by the union. "I'm a bit mystified that the university wasn't planning to vacate and that we had to make the point that they needed to vacate those two floors," she said.

There are more than 160 mobile phone towers in central Melbourne alone. A Telstra spokeswoman said last night the company had two towers at the Tivoli site, but both met health and safety standards and were tested regularly.

"An enormous amount of medical research has been conducted without any substantiated evidence of a link between mobile phone technology and adverse health effects, including cancer," she said.

RMIT management emailed all staff and students late yesterday and said health check-ups and counselling would be made available. About 600 staff work in the building.

Mr McGowan said shutting the two floors should be just the first step. "We think they should be testing all staff who have worked on those levels and not just for tumours. We need to understand what are the health risks that people are suffering," he said.

A help line for students and family members is available on 1800 155 945.

Tanya Stoianoff, the executive director of the Mobile Carriers Forum, which represents mobile phone companies, said there was no credible scientific evidence of health effects from living or working near a mobile phone base station.

