866729 Township Road 10

R.R.#3 

Bright, Ontario

N0J 1B0

7 March 2007

Canadian Human Rights Commission

344 Slater Street, 8th floor

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 1E1

Dear Human Rights Commissioner:

Please accept this letter as my complaint under the Canadian Human Rights Act.  The grounds for my complaint are that I suffer a disability and have been discriminated against by Federal Institutions.

First, I will explain my disability.  After I retired from the Toronto Police Service in November 2003, my wife and I moved to a house that we had purchased in the Ontario countryside between Kitchener and Woodstock.  Within a few weeks, I started to feel sick with many symptoms including sleep depravation, constant headaches, nausea, chest soreness, a racing heartbeat, tinnitus, body aches, depression and an inability to think clearly.  Within a year, I also developed prostate cancer.  After a great deal of time and research and the employment of expert consultants, I realized that the main cause of my illness is electromagnetic radiation (EMR) from wireless and microwave antennas in the area.  I discovered that the symptoms from which I suffer are known as microwave or radiofrequency sickness, a well-researched illness that was first noticed in persons exposed to radiofrequencies and radar during the Second World War.

I found that our home is acting as an antenna or as an amplifier of radiofrequencies and microwave electromagnetic radiation.  The level of radiation inside our house has been measured to be hundreds of times higher than that outside of the house.  Our house is about one hundred years old, but it has been modernized and the electrical system is new and has been inspected.  My overexposure to very dangerous levels of EMR has caused me to be Electro Hyper Sensitive (EHS), a condition well researched in Sweden and suffered by many people in countries where exposure to electro magnetic radiation is high.  Scientific research and evidence shows that electro magnetic radiation is causing sickness, cancer and death to a great many people exposed to strong sources of it.  For more than two years, I have been unable to live in my own house because of the strong and dangerous levels of EMR.  Often when I return for even a short visit, I become quite ill and have to leave.  When other sufferers of EHS have visited my home, they, too, feel very sick because of the strong EMR exposure levels.

For about three years, I have tried to get assistance from many sources, including provincial and federal ministries.  I have been shocked and disappointed at their lack of understanding and their unwillingness to help.  In particular, the federal Ministry of Health and Ministry of Industry have been a disgrace to the Canadian Government.  Between them, these ministries control the regulations for exposure standards of radiofrequency and microwave radiation from antennas.  The standards that they recommend as being “safe” are at dangerously high levels, and their standards are amongst the worst in the world.  There is extremely strong evidence that indicates that these dangerous exposure levels are seriously harming many Canadians.

I am being discriminated against by the Ministry of Industry.  The Ministry has known about my illnesses and the adverse health effects upon me for nearly three years.  They came to my home in the summer of 2004, spent fifteen minutes doing some very superficial testing and left me with a false sense of safety.  They did not reveal the health dangers of electromagnetic radiation or the extreme danger that I was in.  It was only last summer, when we employed specialized radiofrequency consultants to measure our house, that I realized the truth about the excessive and dangerous radiofrequency and microwave exposure affecting our home.  Since learning about the EMR pollution in our home, I have asked the Ministry of Industry to measure, identify and quantify the exposure at our house.  By this means, we could have discovered the main source(s) of exposure and then found ways of correcting the problem.  The Ministry of Industry refused our request.  They said that they had measured the surrounding area and would not measure and evaluate our home.  My concern is a clear and valid environmental problem over which they have complete control.  They have discriminated by not helping me, a person with a disability, to stop further harm and correct a dangerous situation.  Furthermore, they have discriminated by putting corporate interests above the interests of my health.

I am being discriminated against by the Ministry of Health.  The Ministry is well aware of my illness, and they should have investigated my claims and offered assistance.  The Health Ministry is ignoring strong evidence about electro hypersensitivity and the causes of it.  It has failed to properly investigate my adverse health effects from exposure to EMR, and the claims of persons with EHS.  They have failed to offer me any treatment for or assistance with my injuries, and even downplay harm to persons suffering from EHS.  They have failed to provide guidance and factual evidence to the medical community, preventing me and other EHS sufferers from being properly diagnosed and treated.  They failed to alert me, and the public, about the danger of EMR, even though there is a large amount of research on the subject.  They have failed to offer me advice, help or guidance about the effects of EMR.  The Ministry of Health has provided false information to me, leaving me vulnerable to serious health harm.  Senior members of the Ministry have ignored my concerns, yet have supported corporate interests that cause serious EMR pollution.  The Ministry of Health has discriminated against me; they have chosen to ignore my illness and disability over the interests of corporations producing radio and microwave technologies.  This is a very dangerous development for me and for all Canadians.

I have also been discriminated against by my Member of Parliament, Mr. Dave MacKenzie.  For two years, he has refused to meet with me and my wife to discuss the problems that we endure and has offered no assistance.  During this time, Mr. MacKenzie has been kept updated with our situation and has received a large amount of scientific evidence about harm to health from electromagnetic radiation.  By the simple act of not meeting with a constituent with a severe medical and environmental problem, he has treated me differently and more negatively than others in the community.

An argument can be made that harassment is part of this same problem.  Not the typical form of harassment that you may expect from person to person, but one that is far more sinister and dangerous.  As a Canadian citizen, I should be able to reside in my own home without the effects of very dangerous and harmful emissions from strong sources of electro magnetic radiation.  This is a very unwanted intrusion into my life that hurts me every day.  It is an insidious and continual form of pollution that is very harmful physically and mentally.  In my home, it is as though I am being harassed twenty four hours each day.  My ears ring constantly because of this pollution, and this often keeps me awake at night, even in relatively low exposure levels.  When I am being exposed to particularly strong sources of EMR, headaches and other unpleasant symptoms appear and the ringing becomes much louder.  Some people may refer to this as tinnitus, but in reality it is better described as microwave hearing.  This electronic harassment is coming from microwave transmitters and antennas within a few kilometers of our home.  These facilities are Federally regulated and controlled by the Ministry of Industry.

While this complaint is about my own situation, I wish you to know that my problems are shared by a great many other people.  I am aware of the following Canadians suffering from similar situations, and many more:

· A man who had to leave his home near Ottawa and move to a very remote part of Saskatchewan to get away from antennas, microwave transmitters and sources of EMR.

· A man from the Montreal area who cannot live in his home since a mast with cell phone antennas was erected in close proximity.

· Two people in Brantford whose lives are being ruined by the pain caused by EMR since cell phone antennas were erected nearby.

· A family in Simcoe who cannot live in their home since cell phone antennas were placed on the town water tower next to their house.  Many other people in the town have testified to suffering ill effects from the same cause.

· A man in British Columbia who had to sell his home and move away from cell phone antennas because of the terrible effects he was suffering from EMR.

· A woman in Toronto who is suffering greatly from the effects of EMR

· An Ontario University professor who has been unable to live in his home for more than a year because of exposure to EMR.

The majority of persons suffering from EMR do not realize the true cause of their illnesses; they suffer from cancer, sleep deprivation, headaches, arthritis, muscle and joint pains, allergies, skin problems and a great variety of different health complaints.  They have failed to associate the cause of their symptoms with electro magnetic radiation.

The discrimination against me by the Canadian Government has been extensive:

· I have been treated differently.  Normally, if a person was seriously harmed and his residence was made unlivable because of pollution, the government would investigate and take action against the polluter and see the problem rectified.  Because that pollution has been allowed by the Canadian Government, they are unwilling to admit their incompetence and correct the situation.

· I have been treated negatively.  Government departments have ignored my problems and they have offered no hope or resolution to my situation.  The Canadian Government even refuses to admit that I am being harmed by EMR and other people are being harmed by EMR, despite the enormous amount of evidence to the contrary.

· I have been treated adversely.  The Canadian Government continues to refuse to help me and to correct a wrong.  They have also failed to investigate possible wrongdoings in the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Industry that have adversely affected me.

There are clear and simple things that the Government can do:

· Identify the offending sources of microwave emissions affecting my home and shut down or rectify the problem, so that it no longer causes ill health and hardship. 

· Fully investigate the cause of ill health and provide specialized treatment for the type of medical harm that they have caused. 

· Provide protective screening of my home and for me from microwave and radio frequency pollution.

· Discuss and implement ways that Canadians can be made safer from EMR.

I possess many research documents and much evidence about the health dangers and effects of electro magnetic radiation, to substantiate my complaint.  I request that you fully investigate my concerns and take the appropriate actions to assist me, and other Canadians.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Weatherall

Co Director SWEEP – Safe Wireless Electronic and Electrical Policies

519 463 6251

cc  SWEEP Information list

