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The Auditor General of Canada
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Attention: Petitions

240 Sparks Street

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0G6

30 March 2007

Dear Auditor General,

Please accept this letter as a petition under the Auditor General Act.  I am submitting this petition because I am concerned about the harmful effects of electro magnetic radiation (EMR) to myself and also to the Canadian population at large.  I feel that our government is partially responsible in causing a serious environmental problem and is also failing to warn and protect the populace from this very real danger. 

As background to my petition, here are some relevant facts:

My Situation.  When I retired from the police service in a major metropolitan city in November 2003, my wife and I moved to a house that we had purchased in the Ontario countryside between Kitchener and Woodstock.  Within a few weeks, I started to feel sick with many symptoms including ringing in my ears, the inability to sleep properly, constant headaches, nausea, heaviness in my chest, swollen glands, fatigue, racing heart, body aches, irritability, depression, and an inability to think clearly.  Within a year, I also developed prostate cancer.  I suspected the problem was related to electricity, but did not know why or how this could be so.  

After a great deal of time and research and the employment of expert consultants, I discovered that my illness is caused by electromagnetic radiation (EMR) from wireless and microwave antennas in the area.  This situation is further complicated by ground current electricity from the electrical distribution system, carrying high frequency pollution on to our property and into our home.  It should be noted that we do not live close to any antenna masts or to any major hydro transmission lines.  The symptoms from which I suffer are known as microwave or radiofrequency sickness, a well-researched illness that was first noticed in persons exposed to radiofrequencies and radar during the Second World War.

I found that our home is acting as an antenna or as an amplifier of radiofrequencies and microwave electromagnetic radiation.  The level of radiation inside our house has been measured to be hundreds of times higher than that outside of the house.  Our house is about one hundred years old, but it has been modernized and the electrical system is new and has been inspected.  My overexposure to very dangerous levels of EMR has caused me to be Electro Hyper Sensitive (EHS), a condition well researched in Sweden, recognized by the World Health Organization, and suffered by many people in countries where exposure to electro magnetic radiation is high.  Scientific research and evidence shows that electro magnetic radiation is causing sickness, cancer and death to a great many people exposed to strong sources of it.  For more than two years, we have been unable to live in our home because of the strong and dangerous levels of EMR.  Often when I return to our house for even a short visit, I suffer various symptoms and need to leave because of the adverse effects.  When other sufferers of EHS have visited my home, they, too, have felt very sick because of the strong EMR exposure levels.  During the last twenty-six months, we have lived in alternate housing, which has caused us great inconvenience and considerable expense.

For about three years, I have tried to get assistance from many sources, including provincial and federal ministries.  I have been shocked and disappointed at their lack of understanding and their unwillingness to help.  In particular, the federal Ministry of Health and Ministry of Industry have failed me.  These two ministries control the regulations for exposure standards of radiofrequency and microwave radiation from antennas.  The standards that they recommend as being “safe” are at dangerously high levels, and their standards are amongst the worst in the world.  Strong evidence indicates that these dangerous exposure levels are seriously harming many Canadians.

Because of the adverse health effects and the difficulties that my wife and I have suffered from microwave and radio frequency exposure, I request that the responsible authorities answer the following questions:

1. Which antennas and transmission facilities are causing the electro magnetic pollution that is affecting our home?

2. Who owns and operates them?

3. At what frequencies and powers are they operating?

4. Are the antennas operating within federal rules and guidelines?

5. Previously, the Minister of Industry has refused to comprehensively measure EMR levels at our home.  What explanation can the Minister and other responsible authorities provide for the very dangerous levels of pulsed microwave radiation and radio frequencies that we can measure and quantify in our home?

6. We have a right to enjoy our property, untainted by pollution and free from ensuing sickness.  Will the responsible authorities commit to take immediate action to stop all excessive sources of electro magnetic radiation that are presently affecting our home and causing ill health?

7. If the answer to question six is no, will the responsible authorities provide us with clear documentation to show that our home is completely safe from electro magnetic radiation and that the government will be fully liable for any ill health caused by EMR of future purchasers of our property?

8. What plan has been developed to provide recourse for citizens, such as ourselves, who have properties where they are harmed by electro magnetic radiation?

9. Who owns and operates the antenna mast just east of Highway 59 and south of Oxford County Road 3, and the antenna mast five kilometers south of the above mentioned mast, close to Highway 59 and Oxford County Road 33?  Normally, during the day, the power level of these antennas is fairly consistent.  Recently, I have noticed that in the early morning hours, between one a.m. and five a.m., the power fluctuates by pulsing strongly every two seconds.  The signal often doubles in intensity at each peak.  Evidence from other antenna locations suggests that constant pulsing seriously affects sleep and causes many ill health effects.  Why is this strong pulsing happening?  Can it be stopped?  Can the transmission facilities be turned off during the normal sleeping hours or can the signal intensity be greatly reduced?

Electro Magnetic Radiation (EMR) from many different sources is probably the worst pollution problem ever faced by Canada.  It has recently become the most widespread and, potentially, the most deadly form of pollution.  Although it is invisible and most people cannot detect EMR, it affects the vast majority of Canadians.  It is the single biggest threat to Canadian lives, our families, the health care system, and the future of our country.  Yet, our government is treating the EMR health effects to Canadians as insignificant when compared to the implementation of new, modern communications systems.  The government is allowing the biggest health experiment ever, to be conducted on its own citizens.  They are risking the health and lives of all Canadians.

Having viewed documentation from senior employees at Health Canada and Industry Canada, I find it easy to understand why our government is making such a huge mistake.  Health Canada has adopted the approach of balancing scientific research indicating no harm to health with other research that shows significant harm to health, and subsequently concluding that there is no danger.  Canadians do not expect this type of dangerously flawed reasoning from senior government officials responsible for their health and safety.  Health Canada is placing Canadians in grave jeopardy.  

Scientific studies and evidence that indicate no harm from electro magnetic radiation do not have the potential to adversely affect Canadian health.  They just show that certain scientists were unable to find certain results by certain tests.  Negative results, therefore, can safely be ignored without endangering the public.  On the other hand, scientific research and evidence that indicates brain cancer, DNA breaks, changes to skin, changes to blood composition, stress to the body’s nervous system, many other cancers, damage to eyesight, damage to hearing, sleeping difficulties, headaches and many more adverse health effects, should be of major concern to Health Canada and must not be ignored.  Scientific research and evidence showing severe danger to the health of people, animals, birds, and insects exposed to EMR are all available to Health Canada.  This information is being hidden from the public.  Warnings are not being provided about the potential dangers of EMR exposure.  I request that the responsible authorities answer these questions related to EMR:

10. The attached descriptions of five epidemiological studies show a great increase in cancer and many other symptoms of ill health in persons living near to cell phone antenna masts.  What is the government doing to limit the exposure of living things to these masts, particularly in the areas of schools, houses, and public property?

11. The Lookout Mountain, Colorado, research results (attached) show significant changes to blood of persons living near to several antennas.  Persons living in the area report significant health problems and many instances of cancer.  What health warnings has Health Canada provided to Canadians who live close to antennas producing strong amounts of EMR?  What research projects have been implemented in areas near to strong sources of EMR to determine the extent of health harm that is being caused?

12. German researchers W. Loscher and G. Kas found farm animals living close to a high frequency antenna mast were badly harmed by radiation from the antennas (document attached).  Will Agriculture Canada provide warnings to farmers operating near to antenna masts?  What research have they conducted into the dangers of EMR to animal health?  What research has taken place regarding the health of farm families living close to strong sources of EMR from antennas?

13. Have the responsible authorities reviewed evidence from countries around the world of cancer clusters being found near to cell phone transmitter masts?  If so, what have they done with that information?  What warnings have been provided to the public?  What research projects have been implemented to prove or disprove that harm is being caused to people living near to antennas?

14. Will the responsible authorities collect and examine all research and evidence that shows damage to health from EMR?  Will they engage in serious discussion with researchers that have found evidence of EMR health harm and with concerned citizens about those dangers?

15. Will the responsible authorities act responsibly and quickly to minimize dangers from electro magnetic radiation, to protect humans, animals, birds, insects, and the environment?
16. Will the Minister of Health produce a package of the most important research documents and evidence about EMR exposure causing cancer and harm to health?  Will the Minister provide it to the elected Members of Parliament so that they can be fully informed of the dangers?

17. Will the Minister of Health make the same package available to members of the news media and the public?

18. Will the Canadian Government sponsor and promote a conference about the dangers of EMR, and bring researchers from around the world who have discovered serious harm being caused by EMR?

19. Will the responsible authorities develop a strategy to solve the dangers from EMR pollution?

20. Why have the responsible authorities failed to use the “precautionary principle”, allowing antennas to be placed near to homes, schools and hospitals? 

21. Citizens are concerned about their exposure to EMR.  Are continuous records kept of all antenna emissions and how do citizens access those records? 

Ground Current Electricity (also known as stray voltage and tingle voltage) Ground current electricity is probably the second worst pollution problem in Canada, likely only eclipsed by electro magnetic radiation.  Ground current electricity is caused by poorly designed and outdated electrical distribution systems that cannot return neutral current on the wires.  Electricity carrying dangerous high frequencies is then allowed to return to substations via the ground. Although electricity is regulated provincially, the provinces have failed to ensure electrical distribution systems are safe.  Ground current electricity pollution is now a nation-wide pollution problem that needs Federal Government direction to ensure that the situation is corrected.  I request that the responsible authorities answer the following questions regarding ground current electricity:

22. Will the Minister of Health determine the extent of harm that is being caused to human health and the costs to the heath care system as a result of ground current electricity?

23. Will the Minister of Agriculture determine the extent of harm that ground current electricity is causing to the livestock industry and the resultant costs to Canadian farming?

24. Will the responsible authorities warn Canadians about the dangers of ground current electricity, provide information about health symptoms and advise citizens how they can avoid the dangers?

25. Will the responsible authorities develop a national strategy to stop ground current pollution throughout Canada?

26. From the measurements that have been taken at our home, it appears that EMR from antennas in the area are interacting with the electrical distribution system.  What studies have been conducted to discover if an electrical system can act as a giant antenna, collecting dangerous high frequencies and bringing them to properties in dangerously high levels?  

27. Can high frequency pollution be filtered from the electrical distribution system, so that it does not harm property owners and electricity users?  Is this being done anywhere at present?  If so, where?

28. Will the Minister of the Environment and other responsible authorities launch an investigation of previously reported ground current pollution problems that utility companies have not rectified?  Will the authorities commence appropriate court proceedings against utilities that have failed to rectify a known pollution problem?

29. Will the Minister of the Environment and other responsible authorities launch an investigation or public inquiry to examine why provincial government departments have failed to ensure that ground current electricity pollution is stopped, and known ground current pollution problems corrected?  Will the authorities ascertain whether negligence was involved and whether charges are justified against those involved?

Electro Hyper Sensitivity (EHS). In countries where health studies have been undertaken, researchers have discovered that a large percentage of the population suffers serious adverse affects from exposure to electro magnetic fields, electrical fields and electro magnetic radiation.  A recent research document suggests that half of the population may become EHS by the year 2015.  If the levels of electro magnetic pollution continue to increase, life in Canada may change forever.  I request that the responsible authorities answer the following questions regarding EHS:

30. What studies have been done to determine the level of EHS and allergies to electrical fields and EMR in Canada?

31. Have the responsible authorities examined the links between EMR and autism, fibromyalgia, multiple sclerosis, chronic fatigue syndrome, diabetes, and obesity?  What are the responsible authorities doing about these links?

32. Will Health Canada conduct a public education program to advise all Canadians about the symptoms and health dangers of exposure to Electro Magnetic Fields, Electrical Fields, and EMR?

33. What research have the responsible authorities conducted into ways to minimize the effects of EMR, shield those that suffer from EHS, and provide accommodation for those unable to live in their homes?

34. Will the responsible authorities implement lower EMR exposure limits (change Canada Safety Code Six) to levels lower than those found to harm human, animal, bird, and insect health?

35. Will Health Canada educate doctors and health care workers about the causes and effects of EMR and develop effective advice and treatment for patients?

36. EHS is recognized by the World Health Organization.  In Sweden it is recognized as a disability.  Will the responsible authorities recognize EHS as a disability in Canada?  

37. Will the responsible authorities provide specialized and effective medical treatment for the harm caused by exposure to electro magnetic radiation?

38. Are the responsible authorities willing to discuss and implement ways to prevent Canadians from becoming EHS?

39. It is difficult for EHS sufferers to find a place where they are not currently subject to EMR.  Are the responsible authorities planning to keep designated areas within cities and the country clear of EMR pollution so that people can live safely and without exposure to radiation? 

40. EHS sufferers have a constant fear that new EMR sources, such as a cell phone masts, may be erected nearby without warning.  What processes have been developed to ensure that the rights and safety of all individuals are respected and that their voices are heard whenever a new antenna or source of EMR is proposed?

The questions that this petition raises are pertinent to both myself, who, through no fault of my own, has been robbed of health, happiness, and property, and to the nation at large.  My situation is one of a growing number of similar situations.  If this trend of serious health harm to Canadians is not addressed, it will have a dramatic effect upon life in Canada, as we know it.  

Looking to the future, if the current situation is not corrected, there is a strong danger that our health care system will be overwhelmed and crushed by the needs of persons suffering from the effects of electro magnetic radiation.  Or, conversely, the wireless industry could be decimated when the real dangers of EMR are fully realized by the populace at large.  In this case, the considerable expense of changing to safer technologies, such as fibre optic, may be forced upon an industry already crippled by litigation expenses.  The ripple effect from these changes could be huge, even significantly affecting the stock market.  A proactive approach to ensure both the safety of technology and the health of the populace would preserve Canada’s health and prosperity and establish this country as a world leader in health, technology, and environmental matters.  Thoughtful planning and an inclusive vision for a safe communications system for Canadians need to occur today.

I trust that the responsible authorities will give this letter and the issues it describes serious and diligent consideration, so that all Canadians can look forward to a much safer environment and a healthier future, in all respects.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Weatherall

weather@golden.net 
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